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What	is	the	School	Building	Improvement	Bond?		
In	November	2012,	Portland	voters	approved	an	8-year,	$482	million	school	building	
improvement	bond	by	a	two-thirds	majority.	Based	on	a	citizen-developed	and	prioritized	plan,	
the	bond	will	fully	modernize	three	high	schools	and	replace	one	K-8	school.	It	will	also	replace	
roofs,	and	improve	seismic	safety,	access,	and	grade	6th-8th	science	classrooms	at	up	to	63	
other	schools.	
	
Where	are	we	in	project	schedule?	
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What	are	the	highlights	of	the	Modernized	Roosevelt?		

• A	welcoming,	two	story	commons	that	provides	students	and	the	community	a	space	to	
gather,	work	and	learn.	

	
• New	spaces	and	opportunities	for	career	and	project-based	learning	so	students	can	

dream,	design,	make	and	create.	
 

• Learning	wings	with	a	variety	of	spaces	wired	for	technology	to	enhance	group	and	
individualized	learning	

	
• Repurposing	the	auditorium	as	the	new	Media	Center	allowing	this	majestic	space	to	

continue	to	serve	the	Roosevelt	community.	
	

• New	athletics	facilities	include	a	new	gym	with	expanded	capacity	and	a	new	auxiliary	
gym	to	support	activities	such	as	dance	and	wrestling	

	
• A	new	Arts	Wing	that	features	a	modern	theater,	music	rooms	and	art	classrooms.		

	
• A	community	services	center	with	a	health	clinic,	clothes	closet,	food	pantry,	and	

counseling	center	that	provides	a	separate	entrance	for	after-hours	use	

	
What	construction	phasing	means	for	Staff	and	Students?		
Construction	will	be	phased	such	that	students	and	teachers	will	remain	on-site.	Classes	will	be	
moved	between	the	existing	building,	temporary	classrooms,	and	the	new	facility	as	it	is	
constructed.	The	project	team	will	be	in	constant	communication	with	Roosevelt	High	School	
staff	to	minimize	disruption	to	teachers	and	students	to	the	extent	feasible.	
	
What	are	the	current	construction	impacts	for	the	school	for	the	2016-17	school	year?	
Access	Points	
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Classrooms	
Classes	displaced	by	renovations	to	the	1921	building	will	be	held	in	newly	completed		
classrooms	or	in	temporary	facilities	-	the	modular	buildings,	library	wing,	and	cafeteria	wing.		
The	Project	Team	will	remain	in	constant	communication	with	staff	to	share	construction	
updates	and	anticipated	impacts	to	their	rooms,	such	as	noise	or	Phase	I	touch-up	work.	
	
Theater	and	Performing	Arts	
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continue	to	be	a	targeted	resource	to	the	design	process,	as	they	know	the	operations	of	the	
school,	the	students	who	learn	there	and	the	opportunities	that	exist	for	improvement.	

A	large	number	of	public	outreach	and	engagement	events	were	held	including	14	Design	
Advisory	Group	meetings,	4	public	design	workshops	and	3	design	open	houses.	The	PPS	
outreach	team	attended	over	50	parent	focused	and	neighborhood	meetings	&	events.		Notices	
for	public	meetings	were	distributed	through	school	newsletters,	flyers	placed	in	schools	and	
throughout	communities.	Ads	for	events	were	placed	in	local	newspapers	like	the	Skanner	and	
the	St.	Johns	Review.		We	also	used	the	EMMA	email	system	to	send	out	notices	and	updates	to	
hundreds	of	people.		Also	the	PPS	!"#$%&'()*	system	send	out	calls	to	families	of	students	at	
Roosevelt	and	all	its	feeder	schools	whenever	a	public	workshop	or	open	house	was	held.	
	
How	did	design	workshops	offer	community	members	an	opportunity	for	input?	

Both	Master	Planning	and	Schematic	Design	workshops	were	held	at	Roosevelt	High,	the	
Charles	Jordan	Community	Center,	and	George	Middle	School.			These	workshops	were	
followed	by	Open	Houses	where	the	preferred	master	and	schematic	design	plans	were	
informally	presented	to	the	community.		A	construction	impact	Open	House	was	also	held.	
These	open	meetings	gave	members	of	the	community	an	opportunity	to	directly	engage	with	
the	Design	Team	in	defining	a	collective	vision	for	their	school.			

People	were	able	to	share	their	thoughts	and	ideas	on:	What	should	the	future	Roosevelt	look	
and	feel	like?	What	parts	of	the	building	and	campus	work	well?		What	parts	don’t?		How	can	
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functional	and	focused	on	educational	needs	while	accommodating	desired	community	
activities.	This	includes	building	changes	that	create	flexible	spaces	for	teaching	and	learning,	
and	other	improvements	that	support	student	achievement.	

	

Why	would	some	school	buildings	be	modernized	rather	than	replaced?	

The	decision	to	fully	modernize	or	completely	replace	a	school	building	depends	on	its	age,	
historic	significance,	condition,	deficiencies	and	size	and	programmatic	space	needs.	

PPS	has	many	historic	neighborhood	schools.	Historic	buildings	are	being	rehabilitated	through	
the	School	Building	Improvement	Bond	in	a	way	that	is	consistent	with	the	building’s	historical	
designations	and	building	components,	while	providing	up-to-date	teaching	and	learning	
environments	and	more	durable,	sustainable	finishes.	Teachers,	staff	and	families	are	involved	
in	planning	to	help	preserve	the	unique	aspects	of	each	school	and	its	integration	into	the	
surrounding	community.	

	

Why	are	PPS	and	the	City	collaborating	on	student	transportation	projects	at	bond	schools?	

Many	public	and	private	improvement	projects	include	requirements	to	construct	related	
transportation	improvements	as	a	part	of	the	work.		PPS	and	the	City	have	agreed	the	City	will	
design	and	construct	any	required	transportation	projects	in	the	City’s	right-


